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tion of 1847-48, and both in the chair and on the floor was one
of the guiding spirits of the body which framed the charter
under which the commonwealtn of Wisconsin still operates.
In 1855, he was elected a member of the state assembly, and
three years later was sent up to the senate. Throughout
the entire period of the War of the Rebellion, he served as
an army paymaster. He was appointed United States
Indian agent in 1866, holding the position until 1869, when
the war department took charge of Indian affairs, and was

_relieved by Capt. W. R. Bourne, U. S. A. In 1866 he was
the candidate (under the Johnson movement) for congress
from theold 5th district, being defeated by Philetus Sawyer.
In 1870, he resumed the practice of law. In 1873, he was
again clected to the assembly. From 1875, until the time
of his death, he served as county judge of Brown county,
and was from its first organization one of the most active
of the vice-presidents of this Society.

On the 25th of July, 1837, in Green Bay, Judge Martin
was married to Elizabeth, daughter of the late Col. Me-
lancthon Smith, U. 8. A., and grand-daughter of Judge Me-
lancthon Smith, who was a delegate from New York, in
congress, in 1782-84, prior to the pericd of the constitution.
Judge Smith was also a member of the New York conven-
tion of 1787 called to consider the advisability of accepting
the United States constitution. He was a strong anti-feder-
alist, and leader of the Clintonian majority in that body.

December of the same year, and served until 1847, He proved an active
and influential representative. During his term Mr. Martin introduced a
bill to create the Territory of Minnesota. The name “Minnesota ” is, as
is well known, the Indian name for the St. Peter’s river. Mr. Martin got
it, as he only recently told the writer, from Joseph Brown, who had been
with him in the Wisconsin territorial legislature. Stephen A. Douglas,
chairman of the committee, reported the bill with the amendment that
the name of the proposed territory be changed to “Itasca.”” Mr. Martin
contended for the name he had selected and succeeded in having it re-
tained in the bill, which passed the lower house. In the senate, Senator
‘Woodbridge, of Michigan, opposed the bill on the ground that there were
no people in the proposed territory, and it was defeated. The same bill
passed at the next session of congress, and the Territory of Minnesota, as
originally projected and named by Mr. Martin, was created.”— (Dwight I
Follett, in The Green Bay Gazetie, Dec. 14, 1887.)— ED,



